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TAKE BACK THE NIGHT SURVEY RESULTS RELEASED
MISSOULA—
An overwhelming majority of the 356 respondents to a survey conducted by the Women’s
Center on Take Back the Night said men should be allowed to participate in the annual rally, march
and speak-out.
Take Back the Night, which will celebrate its 21st year in Missoula on Friday, April 17, has
long struggled with the issue of men’s participation. Earlier this year, organizers at the Women’s
Center decided to conduct a survey to reveal the views of the community. As a result of the
responses, this year’s event will be open to both women and men.
The event, which began in England as a symbolic protest of violence against women, will
continue to focus on issues of violence against women, said Kate Kahan, outreach coordinator for the
Women’s Center.
“Ninety percent of people who responded to the survey said they knew someone who was a
survivor,” said Kahan. “We know that the vast majority of those people are women. Sexual
violence affects women a great deal.”
Seventy-eight percent of the survey’s respondents were women and 22 percent were men. A
breakdown of survey results shows that:
■

89 percent of female respondents were for men’s involvement in the rally, 70 percent
were for men’s involvement in the march and 74 percent were for men’s involvement
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in the speak-out.
■

92 percent of male respondents were for men’s involvement in the rally, 88 percent
were for men’s involvement in the march and 91 percent were for men’s involvement
in the speak-out.

■

In response to a follow-up question on men’s involvement, 83 percent of respondents
want to see men involved in events designed for men; 78 percent want to see men
involved in events designed by men; and 47 percent want to see men involved in
events separate from other events.

■

40 percent of respondents had previously attended Take Back the Night events.

■

Of the 60 percent that had not attended Take Back the Night, 49 percent said it was
because they were unaware of the event, 18 percent didn’t feel included, and 8 percent
had an unfavorable impression.

■

90 percent of respondents reported knowing someone who is a survivor of sexual or
relationship violence.

The survey was distributed throughout Missoula and the greater area. For more information,
call the Women’s Center at (406) 243-4153.
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